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Chester and Birmingham'? Nothing for instance can be
more vulgar and downright purse-proud than English
plate in common. It is quite evidently valued by its
weight. No one who has sat at English and French tables
can avoid knowing the difference between taste and van-
ity. And yet Rundle and Bridges have executed pieces
of work that have scarce an equal because they had the
good sense to employ Flaxman when the public refused
to patronize him. What is true of gold and silver when
wrought into vessels of ornament or of use is true of
muslins and calicoes, of silks and carpets, and a thousand
other articles that are no longer luxuries but necessaries.
If we wish to compete as artisans with the manufacturers
of Europe, we must get taste.
I intend to send these cherubs home, as soon as finished,
and I hope they may be the means of bringing patronage
and encouragement to the artist. I have no more doubt,
in my own mind, of his ability to execute an equestrian
statue than of his ability'to do that which I know he has
done. It would cost him time, and study, and great labour,
but his chance of success would be equal to that of artists
whose reputations being established here, care little what
people think of them in America. It is time that delusions
on the subject of Europe, had an end on our side of
the Atlantic.
Now, just as much of the above as you see fit, cause to
be published, for it is my intention to have these little
angels exhibited for the benefit of the artist, and what is
more, I intend to make you their helper, and give you and
Cooper, and one or two more the whole trouble of the
affair. Resignation is the great virtue in a business like
this.
I have little to tell you more. Europe is in an embar-

